TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION.	167
I am going to Cheltenham to-morrow, less for my health, which is pretty good, than for the dissipation and amusement of the journey. I shall stay about a fortnight.
L'Abbe* Mably's Droit de I'JEurope, which Mr. Harte is so kind as to send me, is worth your reading. Adieu I
Cheltenham, July 6, 0. S. 1748.
DEAR BOY,
YOUR school-fellow, Lord Pulteney,* set out last week for Holland, and will, I believe, be at Leipsig soon after this letter: you will take care to be extremely civil to him, and to do him any service that you can, while you stay there; let him know that I wrote to you to do so. As being older, he should know more than you; in that case take pains to get up to him; but, if he does not, take care not to let him feel his inferiority. He will find it out of himself, without your endeavours; and that cannot be helped: but nothing is more insulting, more mortifying, and less forgiven, than avowedly to take pains to make a man feel a mortifying inferiority in knowledge, rank, fortune, &c. In the two last articles, it is unjust, they not being in his power; and, in the first, it is both ill-bred and ill-natured. Good-breeding, and goodnature, do incline us rather to help and raise people up to ourselves, than to mortify and depress them; and, in truth, our own private interest concurs in it, as it is making ourselves so many friends, instead of
* Lord Pulteney was son of the celebrated statesman William Pulteney, created, in 1742, Earl of Bath. But Lord Pulteney died before hia father, at whose decease, in 1764, the title became extinct,